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Zmportance of Intelligence om Urben Areas in the U.8.8.1.
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Problems

1. Gross Inadequecy of Available Information (Well summa:ized
in Army Intelligence Collsetion Memorandum 26+25-26)

"Urben ares information available to IAC agenciles can
be placed in three general categories: sketeny, outdrted, o:
of questiongble relladbilicy. Production of intelligen:e,
therefore, involves extensive analyesis of fragmentary infor-
mation contained ir a wide variety of sources.

Toe largest quantity of materisl deals with urbar aress
in Europesn U.S.S8.R. The foundation of intelligence i1 this
ares 1s captured Werld War II German documents, particlerly
aerial photography, which have been corrected and supp emente!
by interrogstion of former Boviet priscuners-of-war and of Sov.ie-
defeators, Soviet documentary meterial, and estern ofiielal
observer intelligence reports. However, coverage is b; no

means complete or current.
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2.

Strong Points of

1.
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The foundetion of intelligence for the remainde: of
the U.8.5.R+ is less stable. The amount of source meterial
is lees voluminous, captured German documents are ineccurate,
and the coverage resulting from formecr prisoner-of-wer,
defector, and Western intelligence reports is limited. In
addition, Soviet documentary sources are sketchy end »ften
of questionable reliebility, and merial photographiec 2overage
is spotty.

Collection efforts directed toward urban areas located
within Europesn U.3.8.R. should be gulded by the prim ry
requirement for cucrrent informetion. The rapld growti and
change in the urbanization pattern of this area heas resulted
in the outdating of much avrilable informetion. Urbar mres
coverage for the remainder of the U.8.8.R. 18 80 scaniy that
all information, both outdated and current, is urgently required.”
Decreasing Intslligence Tuke on Urban Information

"The problem of secwing urban area information i becomin;:
more difficult. Material derived from interrogation o former
prisonera-of -war is prectically exhausted, few defecto.- repor.Ls
ere forthcoming, and, es usual, Soviet documentary souces are

vague, incomplete,

and often purposely misleading.”
25X1X6

Repatriate Informetion
Repatriantes hed good opportunities for observation. Fcr the

most pert, they were treated ag netive Soviet citizens, with
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complete freedom to move and observe -~ in contrast to the
prisoners-of-war, who lived in cemps and only rerely eaitered
cities.

2+« Recency of obgervations. Many observations vere made g late
as 1954k-57, whereas prisorer-of-war reports generally cate
back to the pre-1950 pericd, vhieh is prior to the period
of most rapld growth and ¢hange. 25X1X6

3« Wide distribution of -.Repatriates

..

Total No. Jdo. on 3R ldst

Cities on which reputriates are koowledgeable 121 ¥7

Number of urban interrogations 33 12

Estimated potentisl ity coverage 200-250 -

Estimated individusl interrozations possible 300+-350 -
3
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